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Introduct ory Note

LYAGALFffe GKS tNARSad Ay [/ KFENBS gAft 05 I LR,
consisting of the parishes of Littlebourne, Ickham, Wickhambreaux and Stodraarcsatso

licensed asn assistant curate in the Canonry Benefice with responsibility for the parish of
Wingham.

CKAA A& GAGK || @GASg (G2 2Ay3IAKIY 22AyAy3 GKS Y

For an informal conversation regarding this please contact the Archdeaddantérbury via
her PA as follows:

Ms Jo Manser 01227 865238 adcpa@canterburgathedral.org

Parish webpages:

www.littlebournebenefice.orqg.uk

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19802(Wingham)

1 The Littlebourne and Ickham with Wickhambreaux and Stodmarsh Benefice


mailto:adcpa@canterbury-cathedral.org
http://www.littlebournebenefice.org.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19802

Is it you?
Leader- Grower
Enablerc Encourager Facilitator
Relational- Pastoral- Prayerful

We are looking for a priest who wjtlin us inseeking to buildhe Kingdom irour rural village
communities

h@SNJ NBOSyid @&SINA ¢6SQ@S 0SSy 22dz2NySeAy3d (29
developing our mission and ministiyorderi 2 NB I OK 2dzi ¢6AGK / KNAaGQ
people who lie in our keautiful villages. We know thiswill involve some pastoral
reorganisatiod as we work more closely together

We need a priest who caguide us in our journeyingis this you?

As our new Priest in Charge wepecttheseto be some of thequalities you will bring to
ministry and leadership with us:

A Team Leader
who will help develop our ministry teams for mission both locally and across our
wider community

I/ KdzZNOK W3INERgSNR
who will helpus to grow spiritually and numerically both as g#s and church

An EnableyEncourageiand Facilitator
who will helpus tomove forward on our journey as we discover better ways of being
effective in mission, ministry and witness

A Spiritual Leader
who willbuild great relationships in all walks Ide as a pastor whose life is rooted in
prayer whilst encouraging us to do the same

So, what about us?

2 S QNXE fontBelclitBenges ahead and for a gifted leader to Hefiusas we take the
next steps on oujourney.

These are some of the challenges recognise:

1 making full use of the gifts and talents of clergy and laity, workioiggially and
collaboratively

f 60dZAf RAy3 | aSyasS 2F 06SAy3d w2yS OKdAdzZNOKQ |
the individual church commutes and their local prioties

1 establishing better administrative arrangements to resource mission and ministry
across our parishes

1 developing the worshipping life of the churches as a focus for the villages we serve
through liturgy, music and life events and seasonal services

1 maintaining healthy finances to support the mission and ministry of our churches

2Wingham parish is currently part of the neighbouring Canonry benefice
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Our Vision
Vision
We want to be a church in which we share our love of God within our villages and in the wider
community. We want to

1 Express our faith through Christian wess in prayer, ministry and worship, led
collaboratively by our priest and well supported by the laity

1 Develop our faith both as individuals and as a church family.
f .S (KS &ALANRGdZ £ K2YS F2NJ G6§KS | RAlFIyOSYSyi
f Reak 2dzi Ay(G2 2dzNJ O2YYdzyAileé |yR aoOKz22fta G2
needs or circumstances.
Coming Together
See also the Introductory Note on page 2.

We have made a good start through our joBenefice Committegé W. S yvhhyf@ils

an executive role across our parishes consisting of churchwardens and other lay leaders from
across our five parishes. Togethes are actively working with the diocese towantsking

a reduction in the number of PCBguniting some pariste Wewere committed to reviewing

the pattern and frequency of services and have now implemented a shared pattern across our
parishes.

LY FTRRAGAZ2Y (2 GKS . SyO02YT KS msablishedRlosar2z YS 2
relationships:

1 Implemented a baredpattern of worship across all 5 parish churches.
1 Wickhambreaux and Ickham have a shared choir and links to the Church.school

1 Wickhambreaux and Stodmar&#CCs have been meeting jointly for over a year and
recently held a combined APCM for both parishelsis €ame about out of a desire to
help each other work more effectively, rather than being directed to do so.

1 Wingham are part of the Bencam

In the Littlebourne Begfice our priorities have beeRrayer and worshigschoolsChildren
and young peopleCommunityand One Church Family

In Wingham thepriorities have been around building a stronger worshipping community
incorporating lay engagement and a new focus on music whilst looking at ways of raising
funds for church fabric and mission.

We accepthat the respnsibility for change is ours.

Together we recognise the need for the Priest in Charge to help-ergaleate these
priorities as we come together in the cominwpnths and years.

3 For more information about the Bencom see page 8.
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Our Context

Map showing Parish Boundaries
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We are five villageommunities situated to the east of Canterbury whiminates the area.

Canterbury has a large student population and many residents are employed in the education
and health sectors.It is the main shopping centre and is well served by other amenities
including hospitals, universitiesollegesand schools.The @thedral is important both as the
centre of the Anglican Church and as a major tourist destinafidere are two theatres: the
Gulbenkan at the University of Kent and the Marlowe in the aigntre. There is a strong
musical tradition in the area, evident in various societies and activities.

Canterbury is a hub for public transport with two mainline rail stations and the main bus
station serving East Kent. There are good links to Europlees@hannel Tunnel at Folkestone
and the Port of Dover.



Canterbury City Council is the local authority covetimgLittlebourne benefice; Wingham is
within the Dover District Council areahéFeare civilparish councdin Littlebourne, Ickham,
Wickhanbreaux (also covering Stodmarsh) and Wingham.

There is a URC chapel in Littlebourne which runs some activities for very young children, but
does not hold Sunday services.

As members of th&ast Bridge deanemwe have beerworking together to develop a grésax
focus for mission and to develop lay minisagross the deanery

The Villages and Parishes

The parishes are based around the five picturesque rural villages of Littlebourne, Ickham,
Wickhambreaux, Stodmarsh and Winghandset in a conservation ared.he local

economy is largely agricultural, with a typical Kentish emphasis on fruit growmgsing is
beingbuilt and developed in Littlebourne fdl00new homegThe Canterbury Local Plan
designatesittlebourne as a Service Cenjre

There arehree primary schools across the parisheich includetwo Church of England
Primaries.There are active Scouting and Guiding sectlmsedin Littlebourne and
Wingham which cater for children aged 5 and over.

Parish Population and Age Proffle

Littlebourne Ickham Wickhamlreaux Stodmarsh Wingham

Population 1,538 416 415 63 1,731
Occupied 640 168 176 27 732
households

0-17yrs 20% 22% 22% 20% 20%
18-29yrs 12% 11% 9% 8% 11%
30-64yrs 45% 50% 48% 44% 47%
65+yrs 23% 17% 21% 28% 22%

ParishMission Statistic®

Parish ER 60 31 23 7 60
(2019

Worshipping 42 adults, 3 25 adults, 1 21 adults, 1 8 adults 32 adults, 2
community children child child children
USA 33 20 16 8 28
AWA 64 10 9 8 56
Marriages 1 1 4
Baptisms 1 0 4
Funerals 4 0 2

Localconcerns in the villages include:

1 Pressure on housinglhere is insufficient affordable housing for young people.
However, there is also considerable concern about the pressure of further housing

4source: ArcGIS Church of England Parish Maps link:
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=67bceOed36dd4eeOaf7al6bc079aa09
a&extent=0.4317,51.313,0.1986,51985
®source: Parish Returns for 2018 except as stated.
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development on the villagesThecurrentdevelopmensin Littlebourne met fierce
opposition, mainly on grounds of amenities and traffic pressure.

1 Many residents commute from the villagesome to London.Thi places pressure of
local roadcommunications during peak hours as there is no bypass right around
Canterbury.

1 There are not large numbers of young people in the benefice and surveys indicate they
feel there is not much to doHowever, the proximity of Canterbury (and its schools) is
also a draw.

I Y2y GKf & OfiBoh arid Y illages Melivered fee to over 1100 homes in the
Littlebournebenefice. Itis funded by advertisements and from benefice funds. It carries news
of local village events and meetings as well as church services, which assists outreach into the
community. The Littlebourne PAIRA & K/ 2dzy OA f Q& i§ delivBi@BdSoMihe vy S

RAAGNAOGOdzI2NAR 2F W/ KdzZNOK FyR *Aff13SQ gAGK
Church Services across the Parishes
The current pattern of Sunday services is as follows:

Littlebourne Ickham Wickhamlreaux Stodmarsh Wingham
1st 1lam Family 9.30am Parish 6pm Holy 11lam Family
Praise+ Communion Communion Service
2"d | 11am Parish 9.30am Parish 11lam Eucharisi
Communion Communion healing &

wholeness
3¢ | 11am Parish 9.30am Sung 6pm Sung 11am Morning
Communion Matins ++ Evensong ++ Praise-
4% | 11am Parish 9.30am Parish 11am Eucharist
Communion Communion
5th 10.30am Benefice Communi@rotates between churches

Key: +Layled ++ Reader or lay leader

We have startedo reviewthe pattern, number and leadership of services. We would see this
going further when a priest in charge has been appointed and as we move towards a single
benefice.

Specialseasonalservices take placen a rotational basisround all 5 ofour churchesat
ChristmasduringHoly Week anét Easter.

There is an annudleneficeMemorial Serviceat Littlebourneand Remembrance Sunday is
supported by the local branch of the British Legion. As with other speciétagithis rotates
between the @rishes.

All our churches are open during daylight houi&/e cherish this.
Staff Team
The Littlebairne Benefice has two Readers and abhMy Wingham paristhas two ALMs.

®locally Authorised Lay Minister



Other teams and individualalso work across the benefice: for verging at funerals and
weddingsand for a monthly service at a local care home in Littlebourne. Lent and prayer
groups are beneficavide.

ThelLittlebourneALM is currentlychair of the Bencom which consists of churchwardens and
staff from across the parishes.

The Bencom

The Bencorhis an informakexecutivecommittee consisting of churchwardens and other lay
leaders from across our five parishes. Meetings are held regularly to coordinate the activities
and develop beneficavide initiatives. The Bencom has proved invaluable as arfdior
bringing us closer together and provides links to each of the current PCCs.

Significant decisions need formal ratification by individual PCCs. In practice this has not been

a difficulty. Apart froncoordination during the interregnum anplanningchurch services,

matters dealt with at Bencom level have included safeguarding, copyright and licensing and
LINE RdzOG A2y 2F (GKS &/ KdzZNOK yR #AffF3Sé¢ YI 3T
a Christmas card with details of our services which aistsibuted to every household.

Finance for our mission

Our group of churches is looking for growghboth in numbers and resources. The 2018
Deanery plan identifies the villages of Littlebourne and Wingham as centres for church growth.
Littlebournevillageisalsol O2 YYdzy A& &GaSNIBAOS OSyidiNBé Ay

The five churches are reviewing their financial position together in order to plan effectively
for the future. Stewardship campaigns have been run previously to maintain incomeeand
plan to do so againn collaboration with our new priest. We are of coucsenmitted to
continuing to work closely with thdeanery andliocese in the successful formation of the
new benefice.

To provide furthetinformation forpotential applicants, lkof the five churches will be
pleased to make their current accounts dable on request

Our Communities and Churches

" More information about the Bencom see page 4.
8



This section provides a description of each village community and the worship and mission
of each ofour parish churches.

Littlebourne

Littlebournedates back to the Middle Agesd
straddles the busy A257 road from Canterbu

Swanton

to Sandwich where the Nailbourne Rive Solar

becomes the Little Stour The church is in a e
conservation areamills andoast houses reflect: .

GKS GAfE1380a LI ald KJ) “wes T,

Littlebourne

N uned

Littlebourne is a lively and busy placEhere is a //\
well-appointed village hall next to the larg [
recreation area. ! Yy Sg R200 2 NI
dispensanhas just beemuilt. In addition to the
WC 2 dzNS &\ f @ 2 Shopzyhérd i8 a pub
with accommodation. There is a commercial area for some local busines3é¢w Parish

| 2dzy OAf Kl a 0SSy @SNER | OGAGS Ay adz2NBSeAy3d DA
I NS+Fa FyR F . a- 0 NWild Anibnal ParkSitudidnl & the Bedtio&ritigh Q &
benefice)is a major tourist attraction.

Animal 7~
Park

Littlebourne Church of England Primary School

The shool is situated opposite the parish churith & 3INF RS R & A@veriRegento @ h F 2
years we have developegbod links with the schooleseral members of the congregation
work in the school as volunteer3he PCC regularly considers reports from the scheapils

are given Bibles by the church when they leave for secondary school. The school uses the
churchby itself and also supports activities such as the village carol service, Mothering Sunday
' YR @9 E LIS NA (Seg phbty ch payé 1@ eStNE

The Parish Church &t Vincent

¢tKS @GAttlFaASQa molK OS)
Vincent of Saragossand is a Grade 1 listed buildir

It has a clock tower and 6 bells. It is thought to h

been founded by the monks of St Augustine's At

in Canterbury. A great barn which flanks
churchyard is thought to have been part of their 1
Century grange.

The stained glass windows were all designed owv«

years in the late 9century by Nathaniel Westlak

and represent the changing styles from the-|
Raphaelite tahe Aesthetic movement.

The churchyard is much ddgy the community and

public footpath passes through it. The Parish Col
supports us with financial help for churchyard gt

cutting. The churchyard remains open for burials

the interment of ashes although space is becon

scarce.

Worship and mission



Worship centres on théhree sung Parish Communisrand the monthly informal Family
Praiseservice, led by a lay team2 S | f a2 20aSNIBS (GKS OKdzZNOKQa
additional worshipg such as Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday Eucharist, Holy Week
compline, the annual prayer novena and an annual be-

service. Ther is a monthly service at thiocal care home
Holy Conmunion isalso t&ken to some of the sick and inf.
The Blessed Sacrament is reserved in a recently restc
aumbry. We haveaverysmall team of acolytes and servers..

Thea CNR Sy Ra 2 ¥ chajity, maimayh© ands @r ' L
church maintenance and delapment. To make the churc s
more welcoming and accessiblework to provide a
refreshment point andmproved toilet facilitieshas just been

completed.

Following a series of quiet days and away days we drew up a mission plan. The outworking of
this hasbeen to implement varioust 6 St O2YSé¢ AYAUAlI GABSE Ay 2NF
community, especially to children and young people.

The Vicarage

The benefice vicarage is located next to the churdhwas built in the 1970s andas
refurbishedin 2018 It is a good size with two reception rooms, a stufbur bedrooms,
garage and ample garden.

Ickham

Ickham Parish comprises Ickham Village and the _ )
nearby hamlets of Seaton and Bramling togeth : 0
with groups of house at Lee Priory anc Wickhambreaux
Garrington. W o

Ickham is a pretty village with a pub and a hea ;

spa, and is surrounded by famiyned and o8
commercial farms. It has a socially ar f\ / Ickham
economically diverse community. Housing is o fi

wide range but with little affordable for first time

buyers. pourne

A small villge hall is owned by the church. The
church warden is g@arish councillor and on the hall committegll are supportive of one
another.

10



The Parish Church &tJohn the Evangelist

The church is the largest in the Benefice, able to
in excess a200. It dates from the 8th century whu
the monks of Canterbury built a wooden churck
the site. The Normans built a flint building, to wt
side aisles and chapels which were added to dt
medieval times and completed with a fine Ei
oyt AagIay EEHOSE ¢ @ L
building. The churchyard is open for burials.

Work to provide a unisex tel] serving area ani
vestry wasrecently completed and further work
provide level access is due to be completed in 2C

Worship andmission

Worship centres omamonthly parish ommunionand matins, both of which are sung services.

A small robed choir helps lead worship at Ickham and Wickhambreaux services; practices are
weekly and new members are always very welcome. This choir fémmdasis of a
Littlebourne benefice choir which is drawn together for seasonal services, weddings or other
special services. The choir has links with various singing groups and local choral societies.

A small Pastoral Team is being establisimethe Paishto offer Holy Communion in the home to the
elderly, sick, disbled or isolatedand is part ofvery positiveplans for other pastoral initiatives.

We normally observeadditional seasonal services duritige church yearat Littlebourne
church. Most of the church family livén the village.

Wickhambreaux

Wickhambieaux is a picturesque villageentred
on the village green with church, pubrimary

school and historic buildings. There are no long

any shops.

The village is surrounded bygood farm land
producing some of Kent's finest fruit as well
cereal and vegetable crops. 3 Wicknambreaux

N
w
S
&
g

Church life is firmly embedded in community life ;

for many yearsthe church hasconducted a fekitam

programme of events in the village, largely bi ‘ : n
not exclusively directed at fundising.
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WickhambreauxChurch of England Primary School

The school has been gradéoutstanding in recent Ofsted and Church schools assessments
and attracts pupils from the wider district as well as locafypils from theschool participag

in a varietyof services in thgarishchurch including services for leavers, reception classes,
harvest services, remembrance services, Easter services, school Christingle etcis &here
Foundation Governgmominated by the PCC who attends PCC megtatgVickhambreaux
and Ickham. Bibles are presented to those leaving to move to secondary schools, jointly
funded with Ickhanthurch, who share a close association with the school.

The Parish Church of St Andrew

Our Grade 1 listed church is at the hexdrthe
village. It originated in the ¥3Century and hac
major renovation in Victorian times, and ag;
more recently (20084). It is noted for the fin
East window (1896) designed by Armn
Rosenkrantz and dedicated to the memory
local parishionerd@iintess Gallatin by her son
We take great pride in the care of ftl
Churchyardand a special fund was establish
some years ago to assist with the cost
maintenance.

Worship and mission

Worship centres ortwo monthly sung ommunion

services. Music plays an important part in ou
services, with an active choir and organist, bo
shared with Ickham. Aftesome years of inactivity,
the bell towerwas recently restored and now active
again with weekly practices and regular ringing f‘>
services.The bell tower has attracted people into oL 'ff "4
worshipping community who had no previous links
the church.

We try hard to make better use of our unique location at the heart of the village to improve

our outreach opportunities.For the lasthree yearss S Kl @S KIFIR 'y 2dziR2 2 N.
D NB Ssée& photo) This service has been well supported from all parts of the local
community,including the schoahnd patrons of the adjoining pub across the Green.

Stodmarsh

Stodmarsh
National

Stodmarsh is a quiet, picturesquéllage two miles .~ ~
North of Wickhambreaux and five miles fror~ recdB) o
Canterbury. The church and the popular Red Lion ' ;
are at the heart of the small village, along with a ve
successful working farm. There is neither shop r-
school. The village attracts Wwals and also bird
watchers to the neighbouring Stodmarsh Nation
Nature Reserve. At the municipal level Stodmai
has been included in the civil paristof

Wickhambreaux since the 1980

Stodmarsh

PUARR

g
2

WH a6
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The Parish Church @tMary

The church is both picturesque amthple, with a
single aisle and a medieval bell turret. dignal
church was built in Saxon times, but the curi
nave is late Norman and the chancel dates fi
the 13th century and was modernised by
Victorians around 1880. One of the two ball
among the oldest church bells in Englamdi
supporting the bell turret arabulous »xshaped
braces of a type that cannot be found in any ott
YSyi OKdzZNOK® ¢ KSNB
crosses on the SoutWest door which reflect th
O K dzNXD K @irdg hidtofyi S NB a

The churchyarid operfor the burial of asheslhe
church is very well maintained by the village ¢
voluntary basis and was recently redecorated.

Worship and mission

Worship centres orthe two monthly evening services of sung evensong and communion.
Several special services are held each year, including a Harvest seBapé&imber and carols
in Advent.

Given our small congregation vege developingloser links with Wickhambreawand now
have a joint PCC.

Wingham

Wingham isa historic village dating back to
Saxon timesit appears in the Domesday Book
of 1086. The village is a centre for local
businesges having a Post Office, General Store,
baker, newsageniGP surgery, dental pctice,
two pubs and a restauranfThere are also farm
shgps and a petrol station nearby.

Wingham Wildlife Park attracts large numbers
of visitors into the area.

Many residents work locally in the public sector

and for other major employerghere are some

commuters. Local employment includes service industry, light engineering and milling/grain
storage. Few people now work on the land but seasbworkers, many of them fromaStern
Europe, are mployedthroughout the year
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