We meet your Word in stillness
(Pause) Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come
We express our thanks that you meet us in this room
(Pause) Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come
We offer the thoughts of our hearts
(Pause) Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come
We bear before you those who live in silence all day long, and long
to be free

Jesus ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there
for the promise of the Father. Acts 1:4
This service is for use by individuals or groups and can be
adapted to suit your context. Hymns, worship songs and
additional prayers may be added as you wish. Italic text is
intended as an instruction, plain text is to be read by a
leader, bold text is to be read together.

(Pause) Come Holy Spirit: Thy Kingdom Come
We wait upon the work of your Spirit as we say the Lord’s Prayer
together:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.
Come Holy Spirit: gift us with a room to go to
Come Holy Spirit: gift us with the courage to be silent
Come Holy Spirit: gift us with faith to hear you
Come Holy Spirit: gift us with yourself

As you begin your time of prayer, take a moment of silence
to remember and delight in the promise of the Holy Spirit
Jesus gives to all his disciples. Read the following from
John 14 together:
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Counsellor to be with you forever - the Spirit of
truth… On that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you.
Make a sign of being present to God and one another – light
a candle, open a Bible, share the peace…
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people
And kindle in us the fire of your love.
Come, Holy Spirit, be with us as we pray
And leave us not as orphans.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew us in body, mind and spirit
And send us out to be your presence in your world.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people
And kindle in us the fire of your love.
Optional hymn or worship song.

And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. When you are praying, do not heap up empty
phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard
because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.
(Matthew 6: 5-8)

(The image for this text can be found in the Novena booklet or on
www.canterburydiocese.org/novena)
Hold the Silence. God knows.

A Song of Trust in God
1 As the deer longs for the water brooks, ♦
so longs my soul for you, O God.
2 My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God; ♦
when shall I come before the presence of God?
3 My tears have been my bread day and night, ♦
while all day long they say to me, ‘Where is now your God?’
4 Now when I think on these things, I pour out my soul: ♦
how I went with the multitude
and led the procession to the house of God,
5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, ♦
among those who kept holy day.
6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, ♦
and why are you so disquieted within me?
7 O put your trust in God; ♦
for I will yet give him thanks,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.
Psalm 42.1-7
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

We wait upon the Holy Spirit to gift us with renewing grace.

As time allows, share your insights with others.

O God of peace,
in the quiet room and the few words,
you know the deep needs of our hearts
and the ache of our longing.
In the silence sit with us
until we know we are heard
and can confidently make our reply.
In Jesus’ name, Amen

