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Session 4

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy
(Matthew 5:7)
Resources: 
· Name labels, pens and icebreaker PowerPoint
· Video countdown timer
· Prepared game
· Three questions for ‘Gunge’ game, paddling pool, bucket of gunge and identical bucket of paper bits
· ‘Mercy’ Beatitude PowerPoint
· Downloaded ‘Les Mis’ video clip
· Prepared ‘Boffins’ volunteers
· Downloaded ‘Mercy’ video song and prepared ‘mercy’ laminate
	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open and icebreaker questions on the screen
	30 min

	
	
	Video countdown timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices & encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Any encouragements? 

	
	
	Gunging
	10 min

	
	
	Using an unwitting volunteer, stand them in a paddling pool, and explain that they have to answer three questions correctly, (one of which will be so difficult to answer that he will get it wrong!) and that if he gets any wrong, he will be gunged. Show him bucket full of gung. However, unbeknown to the volunteer, an identical bucket has been filled with bits of paper, which is what is actually poured over his head. This is to try and teach that he didn’t get what he deserved, which is mercy.

	
	
	Feedback on what just happened
	5 min

	
	
	What happened? What should have happened? Lead on, to show that the volunteer was shown mercy, because he didn’t get what he deserved, which is what mercy is all about. So which Beatitude are we doing? (Put the Beatitude up on the screen).

	
	
	Video clip
	8 min

	
	
	Clip from the musical ‘Les Mis’ where Valjean is shown extraordinary compassion and mercy by the Bishop. https://youtu.be/AgCegVtnOzc?t=410

	
	
	Boffins
	10 min

	
	
	(1) Meaning of the Beatitude; (2) Example of being shown mercy; (3) What that made them think; (4) How that effected their life.

	
	
	Feedback on what the Boffins have shared
	5 min

	
	
	What do people think about what they have heard? Can anyone relate to the Boffins? Anyone willing to share a time when they either showed mercy, or received mercy from someone?

	
	
	Up-front activity
	4 min

	
	
	While a video song (‘Mercy’ by Matt Redman – URL: https://youtu.be/Vcps8EQUOt4 )

is playing, people go up and collect a laminate with the ‘mercy’ Beatitude on it. **** Leader’s note **** You will have to create this laminate yourself.

	
	
	Pray and Finish
	2 min

	
	
	Mention that we are available to talk to, or pray with, after Ignite, particularly in the light of what we’ve been thinking about this evening.

	
	
	End
	


If you need help using these resources, please contact: igniteenquiries@diocant.org
Find our Ignite resources: https://canterburydiocese.org/ignite/ignite-resources
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