THE RESPONSIBILITY IS OURS
We invite everyone in the family of St XX’s to our special service on XX at XXX.  The service will have a presentation from the Diocesan Stewardship Adviser.
This TRIO campaign, the purpose of which is unashamedly to increase our income from voluntary giving, is vital to the future of our church.  Although St xx’s has changed and grown considerably in recent years we are still unable to pay our way.  Even with financial help from the Diocese we have had to draw on our capital holdings to balance the books.  Clearly this is not a situation that can continue indefinitely and it will only be by achieving financial self-sufficiency that the future of St XX’s, at least as an independent parish, can be secured.

However it is important to understand that the aim of the campaign, with its slogan ‘The Responsibility Is Ours’ (TRIO), is to encourage everyone to give responsibly to support our church.  Giving whatever small change we happen to have on us when the collection plate comes round is the very opposite of responsible giving.

The biblical teaching is that one should tithe – in other words give a tenth of one’s income to God.  Some churches urge this principle on their members and as a result they do succeed in raising very large amounts of money.  This enables them to fund a wide range of dynamic mission and ministry initiatives, which put us to shame.

We are not going so far in our campaign, but we do want everyone to reappraise their giving to St XX’s by reviewing all their spending.  Everyone’s circumstances are different; two people with similar incomes can be in very different financial circumstances.  No-one is being asked to give more than they can afford.  And no-one should feel that they are not welcome at St XX’s because they cannot afford to give very much.
We ask you to make a special effort to come to the service on XXX.  If you don’t come to church every week, please make this the week you come, and if you normally go to the 8 o’clock service we would really appreciate you coming later for this one week.

What we must all do is to consider what we give to St XXX’s responsibly – responsibly as regards our other commitments, and responsibly as regards the mission and ministry of our church, because

THE RESPONSIBILITY IS OURS
