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Canterbury Diocese celebrates Kent Food and Farming Fortnight 
A special County Harvest Service was held in Canterbury Cathedral in October to mark the end of celebrations for the Kent Food and Farming Fortnight. Baroness Byford, a Peer who serves on the EU select committee for Food, Farming and Rural Affairs, preached during the service and called on people to ‘live simply so that others may simply live’.

Speaking to a congregation of 400 people, including Kent farmers and food producers, Baroness Byford raised her concerns about food sustainability. Describing the challenges the country will face in feeding the extra eight million people forecast to be living in the UK by 2026, Baroness Byford suggested that the amount of food wasted needs to be reduced and that children should be taught more about food production. She praised organisations like the National Farmers Union and the Kent Agricultural Society for their work in schools and for their local food campaigns, saying: “Kent has a reputation of taking the lead, of encouraging farmers to work together for the benefit of all.”
The Kent Food and Farming Fortnight, which ran in tandem with British Food Fortnight,   was launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury at a reception for Kent Producers and Rural Stakeholders in the Archbishop’s residence in Canterbury on September 16th. The reception provided an opportunity for the Archbishop to thank the Kent producers, praising them for promoting all that is good about Kent and its rich, diverse food specialties. 

In partnership with Produced in Kent, a membership organisation dedicated to promoting local food and drink in Kent, churches across Canterbury Diocese worked with local food producers as part of their Harvest Festival celebrations which took place throughout September and October.  
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Further information from: Emily Shepherd, Director of Communications 07876 210 446, 01227 459 401 eshepherd@diocant.org 
Photo attached shows (please credit Edward Benson) Kent producers with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams at the launch of the The Kent Food and Farming Fortnight. 
Further information:

Launch of the Kent Food and Framing Fortnight Took place at Old Palace Canterbury on September 16th. Guests were able to sample the delights of Whitstable Oysters, Ramsgate Crab, Ashmore Cheese, Beef, Weald mushrooms, and Kent Cherries, Godmersham Game, and Biddenden wine. 

British Food Fortnight: In 2011 British Food Fortnight celebrated its tenth anniversary. Initiated during the grip of Food and Mouth disease in 2001, British Food \Fortnight aimed to reinvigorate Harvest Festival - the idea of everyone coming together to celebrate the produce of our land, by encouraging communities to connect with their local producers. 
Baroness Byford’s full text can be read at:  http://www.canterburydiocese.org/rural/ 
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