Celebrating Discipleship- Telling the Year of Discipleship story 
Nov 20, 2011
	Speaker
	Text  

	  A
	come

	 P
	Follow

	 J
	Learn

	 A
	change

	 P
	 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee,

	A
	 Hey wait a minute or coughing?. Aren’t you forgetting something



	P
	 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’*

	P
	Go

	J
	change

	A
	Learn

	J
	follow

	A
	come

	J
	five phases of the on-going discipleship  cycle 

	P
	These emerged from conversations around a table in July 2010 

	A
	with the bishop and his new team

	J
	What happens when we seek to really be the disciples only we can be?


	A
	And you find yourself needing to learn things again and again 

	P
	and again

	A
	And why now?

	P
	Why a year of discipleship?

	J
	Something about the need to connect or reconnect with what brings us to God in the first place…

	A
	To tease out the assumptions…we can often make about being a christian

	P
	Because instead of being transformed we get stuck

	A
	Conforming to the lowest common denominator

	P
	because we need encouragement to keep doing the things we need to do 

	J
	So when the 200 people- last November- came together at the discipleship consultation in ccu. We…


	A
	recalled our experiences when we had been most alive, engaged and motivated in following Christ- 


	P
	it was good to recall core stuff 


	J
	How a living faith ignites passion


	P
	Someone compared the year of discipleship to stage one of the advanced driving test



	A
	Real passion?

	 P

	The First thing taught is to speak aloud every action as you drive normally

	A
	Go on

	P
	Look in the rear view mirror, indicate right with left hand, look left, check rear view mirror, release clutch, etc

	A
	Sounds silly



	 P
	Well, if you are more aware of what you are actually doing you can be more aware of what you can change 

	 J
	Ahh, you might see what you are doing well 

	 A
	And able to learn how to improve- intentionally

	J
	Go faster???

	P
	Well at least creating better habits
 

	A
	and be a different kind of driver

	J
	Maybe even to try something new

	A
	But… did we make disciples?

	P
	Well…we made postcards?

	A
	But did we make more disciples or new disciples or were we made better disciples ourselves?

	P
	I suppose it was a bit like a Kentish snowfall

	J
	Pardon?

	P
	You know, the snow flurry in thanet is a blizzard in dover. Sheppey has a dusting. The weald has a centimetre. In Canterbury the sun is shining and no one knows it is snowing anywhere!


	J
	 And?



	 P
	For some of us the year has been a deep and profound shift of how we follow Christ within our communities, for others…

	A
	a curiosity why the bishop is sending us so many of the same postcards and not writing anything on them.

	J
	For about 200 parishes it meant a lot of emails

	P
	That will teach them to register

	A
	For most of those parishes it meant the lent course- the diagnostic!

	J
	The chance to feedback to the PCC

	A
	Or not

	J
	One church spoke of profound sharing of stories of faith and seeing different sides to people they worshipped with for years

	A
	groups found the harvesting of stories released new energy 

	
	

	 P
	 Then there was the five a day/nine day Novena week- you know- The daily spiritual fruit

	J
	Maidstone deanery prayed in each of their different parishes -with all the highs and lows- over nine days  

	A
	One church said that  there was something special about spending  time just praying for something more? And more came!

	P
	For another church, it was the knowledge of the hundreds of others sharing prayer at the same time?



	A
	Or pocket prayers- illustrated fruit!

	P
	So if you wanted to see the Bishop



	J
	You would have to flag him down on the road



	A
	16 deaneries in 9 days!


	P
	Guinness prayerbook of world records stuff that



	A
	 And then there was Nicola and paul, , , 



	J
	will and Jackie

	A
	Alistair and Gwen and martin

	P
	the postcard people 

	J
	You mean the faith pin ups?



	P
	who told a story of what 24/7 discipleship means to them.

	A
	David from a local prison wrote

	J
	The postcards and dvds showing ordinary people talking about what faith means..opens up minds and hearts to christianity

	A
	But what do we do with all the old postcards?



	P
	I heard we can get 3p taken off our parish share for every postcard we return. 


	A
	What?


	P
	Just a joke, but at St Pauls and st martins in Canterbury are using the postcards for advent reflections.


	J
	So the year moves on!

	
	

	A
	But did we make disciples in the year of discipleship? 



	P
	Aren’t we always making disciples?


	J
	Or at least remaking the old ones?
You know, Living out our baptism

	 
	 

	A
	Well I’d like to think that making disciples is Gods job


	P
	Then why did he tell us to do it?


	J
	Maybe because when we make disciples, make more disciples or are made better disciples we find Christ anew.

	P
	when our wider team met with Bishop Trevor this past summer we prayed and talked..


	J
	And pondered the feedback from the parishes

	
	

	P
	What is the holy spirit saying to us as a diocese about discipleship?



	A
	First of all

	J
	Be of good heart- I have overcome the world


	A
	Where did that come from?

	P
	It just came!

	J
	Be of good heart- I have overcome the world

	A
	Second

	J
	You are the story

	P
	our narratives are real and rich and connect us together- God is in us!

	J
	 You -are -the -story

	P
	And you

	A
	And you

	J
	Never underestimate those stories.

	A
	Third

	 J
	Be attentive to the health of your communities heart



	P
	-sustained anxiety and exertion is hazardous for your health


	A
	Sounds like an NHS advert

	J
	Be attentive

	A
	Fourth

	J
	There are deep unsatisfied hungers for God in our midst- 

	P
	 trust this and act

	ALL THREE
	There are deep unsatisfied hungers for God in our midst- 

 trust this and act

	A
	(Pause) So… Is that it?

	P
	Afraid not! By popular demand…deepening discipleship

	J
	A lent course is on its way- finding welcome-its what communities of disciples make happen

	P
	The nine day week 2012 - our prayer is to offer together the hospitality of God

	J
	But for now, it is enough to say 

	P
	follow through everyone

	A
	over to you

	P
	and

	J
	Thank you

	A
	To all of you for being here

	J
	To the cathedral community for hosting us

	P
	To the bishop for inviting us to this place

	A
	To God for the gift of life 

	J
	And for Jesus’ invitation to

	A
	 Come 

	 P 
	follow 

	J
	learn

	A
	change

	P
	go

	All three
	And all god’s people said


	congregation
	amen
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